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NRLT set to obtain its first 
easement in Glover

In 2008-10 Chris and Louisa Martin, from Bedford, Mass., 
bought 39 acres on Stone Shore Road, along the northern shore of 
Shadow Lake. The property (see aerial photo below) extends well 
into the lake’s northeast hinterland. It has hard- and softwood 
forests, a hayfield, logging roads, and clear views of Shadow Lake 
and the Black Hills (see adjacent photo). It also forms part of a 
wildlife corridor through the Black Hills, which were conserved 
in 2013 with the Vermont Land Trust. 

The Martins have generously offered to donate a conservation 
easement to NRLT on 35 acres of their land, along with the 
contribution to our stewardship fund that ensures conservation 
in perpetuity. 

The Martins have led five NRLT trustees on hikes over their 
property, and all five have expressed pleasure at seeing this 
property included among NRLT easements.

The easement is set for closing on December 6, 2014.

Protecting Bobolinks
By Steve Young, NRLT vice-chair and president emeritus of the 

Northern Studies Center
Many of us grew up hearing William Cullen Bryant’s poem, 

Robert of Lincoln:
 Merrily swinging on briar and weed,
 Near the nest of his little dame,
 Over the mountainside or mead,
 Robert of Lincoln is telling his name:
 Bob-o’-link, bob-o’-link,
 Spink, spank, spink…

This is hardly among Bryant’s outstanding works, but it’s 
interesting that it probably couldn’t have been written 200 
years earlier. Bryant was a 19th Century New England poet; 
he lived at a time when the northeastern forest of the Pilgrim 
Century had largely given way to grassland. Birds such as the 
bobolink, originally  a native of the tallgrass prairies of the 
Midwest, had found their way eastward to take advantage of 
the newly created nesting habitat.

Bobolinks belong to the blackbird family and are closely 
related to our familiar redwing blackbird. They differ from 
these and other close relatives not only in their ground nesting 
habit, but also in their migrations, which take them as far as 
Patagonia, while some redwings never make it beyond New 
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Annual Meeting June 8, 2014
Northern Rivers Land Trust celebrated its 7th Annual 

Meeting last June with 45 members and friends streaming 
into the Craftsbury Public Library that Sunday afternoon to 
bear witness to our organization’s updates and success stories 
but really to enjoy a terrific presentation by Dave Brown, 
wild places photographer, adventurer, and bowl maker. 

Dave, a Craftsbury resident, has spent forty summers 
exploring northern waterways from the Hosmer Ponds, to the 
George and Korok Rivers in Northern Quebec, the Kogaluk 
River in Labrador, Hudson Bay, and many other waterways and 
portages inbetween. His delightful images through the years 
captured us all as he showed special places and the friends and 
family who inspired him and shared the adventures.

At our meeting two current trustees, Paul Cillo and Chris 
Jacobs, were re-elected each for another three year term and 
three new trustees were approved to join the board: Cheryl 
Fischer, John Elwell, and Marie Lapré Grabon. Mike Coffey 
and Lisa Lammi have stepped down.

Spotlight on NRLT Trustees  
  

Marie LaPre’ Grabon is a visual artist and passionate 
lover of nature. She moved to Vermont in 1978 with her four 
children, and as soon as she crossed the state line knew that 
the Green Mountain State would be her “forever” home. 
She received her Masters in Fine Art from Goddard College 
and has been drawing and painting the beautiful Vermont 
landscape ever since. Marie currently resides in Hardwick 
with her spouse Linda and their two dogs.

John Elwell moved to Vermont from Nantucket, MA in 
2000 with his wife, Kathy Stark, an artist.  He grew up in 
Colorado and graduated from the University of Colorado.  
While living in Massachusetts he operated a contracting 
business which he continues to run in Vermont.  Moving to 
Vermont is a return to the mountains, the natural beauty and 
the lifestyle it provides.  

Chris and Louisa Martin in their parking lot, accompanied 
by NRLT trustee Chris Jacobs

Visit our website to see the latest news and
more details about our projects.

for forestry, farming, and recreation. Conserved property 
remains in private ownership with the peace of mind that it is 
protected now and forever. The landowner decides whether 
to allow public access.
Tax deduction

Although they do not ordinarily reduce property taxes, 
easement donations qualify as charitable contributions for 
federal and state income and estate taxes. In recent years 
Congress has allowed easement donations to be deducted up to 
50 percent of adjusted gross income and spread over 15 years, 
as opposed to 30 percent and five years for other charitable 
contributions. This concession expires on December 31, 2014, 
but legislation is before Congress to make it permanent.
Financing the NRLT

We work with landowners who love their land and want to 
see it conserved.  The NRLT accepts gifts of development 
rights and works with landowners to raise stewardship funds 
and cover legal costs. 

We share projects with the Vermont Land Trust, 
which receives funding from The Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board, the Freeman Foundation, and private 
donors.  But mainly we rely on funds raised from residents 
and friends of the towns we serve. In 2013, 91 households 
donated a total of $9,795.    

We talk regularly with potential conservators, and incur 
expenses for appraisals, surveys and stewardship. You can help 
by sending a check to NRLT, Box 112, Hardwick, VT 05843.



Jersey. Bobolinks pass through the rice fields of the South, 
where they fatten up for their long oversea voyage, and where 
they are known as rice birds. On their more northerly breeding 
grounds, where they arrive in mid- to late May and leave by late 
summer, they are picky in their habitat preferences. They look 
for fairly extensive grasslands, mainly hayfields, where they can 
be far enough away from woodlands and brushy areas that are 
likely to harbor predators. When a field has been abandoned for 
a few years and has grown up to goldenrod and hardhack, it is 
no longer to a bobolink’s liking. And they seem to avoid active 
pastures, where animals are likely to trample the nests.

William Cullen Bryant’s time was probably the high point 
for bobolinks in New England. Not only was much of the 
land cleared and used for hay production, but the then current 
methods of fertilizing the fields and harvesting the grass meant 
that haying generally took place late enough in the year as to 
allow the young birds to fledge. (It’s interesting that bobolink 
hatchlings leave the nest before they can fly, similar to grouse 
or turkeys, so that they are especially vulnerable for several 
flightless days.) Modern farming methods, with early, multiple 
hay cuts, hardly give the fledglings evevn a fighting chance. 
When you see crows following the farm equipment on a newly 
hayed meadow, chances are that a good deal of the carrion 
they are searching is the remains of young bobolinks who 
were unable to flee the cutter bars and conditioners. It has been 
estimated that the Vermont bobolink population has fallen by 
75% or more over recent decades.

Bobolinks, and the people who want to protect them, are 
caught between a rock and a hard place. Hay production is the 
lifeblood of local farming, especially dairy farming, where 
high-protein fodder is needed for milk production. And, if a 
field ceases to be hayed, it soon becomes useless for bobolink 
nesting habitat. Fortunately, there’s at least a partial solution. If 
haying is delayed until mid-July, a good percentage of bobolink 
young will usually survive. Late-cut hay is less useful for milk 
production, but it is good fodder for beef cattle and horses. 
This means that if we can find bobolink ‘hot spots,’ and work 
with farmers to plan these to be the latest cut—and perhaps 
even put off the harvest for a few extra days—we can save a 
lot of bobolinks and make a major contribution to keeping the 
species viable here in northern New England.

This becomes an issue for NRLT, since one of our main goals 
is to forestall the breaking up of open lands. So, many of our 
actual and potential easements are on meadowland tracts large 
enough to be important bobolink nesting habitat. Furthermore, 
it seems that the geographic area of our interest is something 
of a rallying place for bobolinks, with comparatively high 
population densities compared to other parts of New England.

For further information contact:
    (michaelsweatman@gmail.com)
    (M.Lapregrabon@gmail.com)
    (lspence@sterlingplebe.edu)

Conserved Lands in the Northern Rivers Land Trust Region

NRLT Conservation Easements
(listed by date of closing)

Landowner Date Town Acres 
Conserved

Andrew Meyer 1997* Hardwick 21
Paul Cillo Dec. 2007 Hardwick 18

M.J. Dexter Feb. 2010 Wolcott 94
Heartbeet Lifesharing Dec. 2011 Hardwick 75

Pat Gahagan Dec. 2011 Woodbury 93
David Ely Aug. 2012 Wolcott 22

Lisa Lammi Oct. 2012 Hardwick/ 
Woodbury 33

     Total 356

- NRLT Board of Trustees -
Susan Houston, Craftsbury, chair
Steve Young, Wolcott, vice-chair

Bob Hawk, Walden, secretary
Ann Ingerson, Craftsbury, treasurer
Clive Gray, Greensboro, co-treasurer

Paul Cillo, Hardwick; John Elwell, Craftsbury; 
Cheryl Fischer, Greensboro; Marie LaPre’Grabon, Hardwick; 

George Hemmens, Hardwick; Chris Jacobs, Albany; 
Steve Meyer, Hardwick; John Miller, Stannard

* Easement initially conveyed to Greensboro Land Trust, transferred to NRLT 
in 2008.

- NRLT Advisory Committee - 
   Liz Chehayl, Albany; Jad Daley, Hardwick; 

Judy Davis, Craftsbury; Mary Jane Dexter, Wolcott; 
Jennifer Lucas, Burlington; David McMath, Walden; 

Nancy Moran, Craftsbury; Angela Ross, Albany; 
Susan Sawyer, Woodbury; Bill Wereley, Brattleboro

NRLT is now on Facebook!
Come visit and like us on the 
Northern Rivers Land Trust page.

About the NRLT
The NRLT is a partnership of people working together to 

ensure that, as Vermont changes, rural land in our region 
is not lost to development. We help farm families conserve 
productive agricultural land for future generations, preserving 
not only our heritage but also our economic future.  

We protect forestland that supports a healthy wood 
products industry and sustains habitat critical for black bear, 
songbirds, deer, and other wildlife. We help to permanently 
protect irreplaceable fields, woods, and shoreline essential 
for recreation and scenic enjoyment. 

All this is done while recognizing the need for town 
planning that allocates portions of the landscape to residential 
and commercial uses.
Conserving your land

Using legal tools called “conservation easements” or 
“grants of development rights,” the NRLT helps landowners 
to voluntarily limit development while keeping the land open 


