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Annual Meeting June 8th to Feature 
Dave Brown’s Stunning Images

Exploring Northern Waters
   NRLT’s annual meeting will take place on Sunday, 
June 8 at 7 pm. This year we will gather at the Craftsbury 
Public Library, where Dave Brown will take us on a journey 
‘Exploring Northern Waters.’ From his extraordinary 
collection of photographs of places few people see, Dave 
will share images of 40 years of remarkable canoeing 
expeditions on northern waterways. Everyone is invited to 
this stunning presentation. A short business meeting and the 
NRLT’s famous refreshments will round out the evening.
  A canoe outing on one of the local ponds may be organized 
in the afternoon. Stay tuned!

Conservation of Wolcott Pond 
Shoreline Progresses

    Wolcott Pond is one of the few undeveloped ponds in 
our area (see photo). About a third of the shoreline is 
owned by the State of Vermont, and there is an active 
fishing access, but no other public road or access. Several 
years ago an organization called Friends of Wolcott Pond 
started encouraging protection of the pond, its shores, and 
its biological features, including loons, moose, otter, and 
perhaps the only station of wild pink azaleas (Rhododendron 
prinophy-lum) in northern Vermont. These efforts gathered 
steam in 2012, when Gail Osherenko and Oran Young gave 
the Vermont Land Trust a conservation easement on a long 
section of the southern shoreline.
    The other major landowners on the pond’s shoreline, Steve 
Young and his wife, Jan Roy, have now agreed to donate a 
conservation easement to the Northern Rivers Land Trust. 
The details are being worked out, but the easement will 
cover over 100 acres of forestland and some 1,500 feet of 
shoreline, including most of the potential development sites 
on the pond.
    Although most of the Wolcott Pond shoreline will soon 
be protected from devel-opment, more needs to be done. 
Several smaller landowners own property along the shore. 

Many of them are committed to cooperating in preservation 
efforts, and some may be willing, in the future, to sell their 
property or place easements on it. Protecting Wolcott Pond 
and its surroundings will be an ongoing project.  
   Conservation easements can help protect the shoreline, 
but since the pond itself is heavily used by boaters, there 
is also concern about issues such as the health of the 
loon population. That a number of organizations and 
individuals are working toward the same goal—the long 
term protection of Wolcott Pond and its watershed—gives 
us great hope for success, and for the prospect that Wolcott 
Pond will become a model for cooperative efforts in other 
parts of our region.
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Visit our website to see 
the latest news  and  more 
details about our projects. 

NRLT explores conservation in 
Albany’s Lamphear Brook Watershed

    Lamphear Brook and its watershed, located in northwest 
Albany township, are a spectacular feature of the Northeast 
Kingdpom’s landscape. The brook, which drains part of 
the Lowell Mountain range, cascades over a hundred feet 
through deep gullies, including a 20-foot waterfall (shown 
below) before crossing Route 14 and emptying into the 
Black River. 
    Landowners and other townspeople have formed a group 
called Friends of Lamphear Brook, which is working with 
the Vermont River Conservancy and the Northern Rivers 
Land Trust to introduce conservation easements and other 
measures to protect the watershed. This includes efforts un-
derway to restore a 160-acre parcel on the Irasburg border, 
v owned by Middlebury College,  that was illegally clear-
cut in 2011-12.

Spotlight on NRLT Trustees  

   Bob Hawk and his new bride moved to Walden in 1979. 
Bob designed and built his own house, and became an 
organic farmer and manager of Vermont Northern Growers 
Co-op. His reverence for the natural world led him down 
many paths, including wildlife tracking with Keeping Track 
and protecting wildlife habitat as the Linkage Coordinator 
in the Northern Green Mountains for the Staying Connected 
Initiative. 

   After a career as a professor of Urban Planning and 
Architecture, most recently at the University of Illinois/
Chicago, George Hemmens retired to East Hardwick a 
dozen years ago when his wife Kathy became Executive 
Director of Northeast Kingdom Human Services. George 
spearheaded the recent Hardwick Lake Project for NRLT. 
When not otherwise busy he occupies himself making 
pottery.
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SAVE  THE  DATE!
NRLT Annual Meeting Sunday, June 8 
at 7pm in the Craftsbury Public Library. 
Dave Brown will present his extraordinary 

images Exploring Northern Waters.

Wolcott Pond looking eastward. Shoreline conserved by 
Osherenko and Young is seen at the right.

 



About the NRLT
   The NRLT is a partnership of people working together 
to ensure that, as Vermont changes, rural land in our 
region is not lost to development. We help farm families 
conserve productive agricultural land for future generations, 
preserving not only our heritage but also our economic 
future.  
   We protect forestland that supports a healthy wood 
products industry and sustains habitat critical for black bear, 
songbirds, deer, and other wildlife. We help to permanently 
protect irreplaceable fields, woods, and shoreline essential 
for recreation and scenic enjoyment. 
    All this is done while recognizing the need for town 
planning that allocates portions of the landscape to residential 
and commercial uses.
Conserving your land
    Using legal tools called “conservation easements” or 
“grants of development rights,” the NRLT helps landowners 
to voluntarily limit development while keeping the land open 
for forestry, farming, and recreation. Conserved property 
remains in private ownership with the peace of mind that it is 
protected now and forever. The landowner decides whether 
to allow public access.
Tax deduction
     Although they do not ordinarily reduce property taxes, 
easement donations qualify as charitable contributions for 
federal and state income and estate taxes. In recent years 
Congress has allowed easement donations to be deducted 
up to 50 percent of adjusted gross income and spread over 
15 years, as opposed to 30 percent and five years for other 
charitable contributions. This concession was in force for 
2013, and may be repeated in 2014-15.
Financing the NRLT
     We work with landowners who love their land and want 
to see it conserved.  The NRLT accepts gifts of development 
rights and works with landowners to raise stewardship funds 
and cover legal costs. 
  We share projects with the Vermont Land Trust, 
which receives funding from The Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board, the Freeman Foundation, and private 
donors.  But mainly we rely on funds raised from residents 
and friends of the towns we serve. In 2013, 91 households 
donated a total of $9,795.
    We talk regularly with potential conservators, and incur 
expenses for appraisals, surveys and stewardship. You can 
help by sending a check to NRLT, Box 112, Hardwick, VT 
05843.

Conserved Lands in the Northern Rivers Land Trust Region

NRLT Conservation Easements
(listed by date of closing)

Landowner Date Town Acres 
Conserved

Andrew Meyer 1997* Hardwick 21
Paul Cillo Dec. 2007 Hardwick 18

M.J. Dexter Feb. 2010 Wolcott 94
Heartbeet Lifesharing Dec. 2011 Hardwick 75

Pat Gahagan Dec. 2011 Woodbury 93
David Ely Aug. 2012 Wolcott 22

Lisa Lammi Oct. 2012 Hardwick/ 
Woodbury 33

     Total 356

- NRLT Board of Trustees -
Susan Houston, Craftsbury, chair
Steve Young, Wolcott, vice-chair

Ann Ingerson, Craftsbury, treasurer
Clive Gray, Greensboro, co-treasurer

Paul Cillo, Hardwick; Mike Coffey, Walden; 
Pat Gahagan, Woodbury; Bob Hawk, Walden; 

George Hemmens, Hardwick; 
Chris Jacobs, Albany;  

Steve Meyer, Hardwick; John Miller, Stannard

* Easement initially conveyed to Greensboro Land Trust, transferred to NRLT 
in 2008.

- NRLT Advisory Committee - 
   Liz Chehayl, Albany; Jad Daley, Hardwick; 

Judy Davis, Craftsbury; Mary Jane Dexter, Wolcott; 
Jennifer Lucas, Burlington; David McMath, Walden; 

Nancy Moran, Craftsbury; Angela Ross, Albany; 
Susan Sawyer, Woodbury; Bill Wereley, Brattleboro

NRLT to Co-Sponsor Summer Hike 
to Mud Pond and Black Hills

     Saluting the Vermont Land Trust’s Black Hills easement, 
closed in 2013, this year’s summer hikers will visit the former 
Stegner property in North Greensboro, slog to the eastern 
shore of Mud Pond, and continue to the Irwin Memorial over 
the Glover line, below the Black Hills. All are welcome. The 
hike will be moderately strenuous.
     Stopping at the Orange/Stegner cellar hole, hikers will 
consider where a plaque in memory of Greens-boro author 
Wallace Stegner might be placed. 
     The date of Tuesday, July 22, starting at 10:00 a.m., 
has been tentatively set. Participants will car-pool from the 
Greensboro Town Offices. Posters in Greensboro village 
will confirm the timing.

NRLT is now on Facebook!
Come visit and like us on the 
Northern Rivers Land Trust page.


