
 

Join us in Celebrating 10 years! 
The Trustees of  Northern Rivers Land Trust 

invite one and all to 

“Loons, Luncheon, and Pond Side Poetry” 

Saturday June 10th at 12 noon 
 

Steve Young and Jan Roy are hosting this enhanced 

Annual Meeting at their Wolcott Pond property at 

242 Keeler Pond Road. Steve guarantees that the 

Wolcott Pond loons will be in residency! Our keynote 

speaker, Eric Hanson, loon biologist with the 

Vermont Center for Ecostudies, agrees. Steve and 

Eric will lead tours of the pond by foot, canoe, and 

kayak after a delicious locally sourced catered lunch 

by Urban Eats. The dynamic duo How2 will set our 

toes tapping as we buy raffle tickets for the 

commissioned life size carving of a loon and chick 

sculpted by Sunny Sweatt and painted by his 

daughter Rhoda. Guests of honor Nadine Budbill and 

Lois Eby will read a selection of David Budbill’s 

poems by the pond, a place he so cherished. Lunch, a 

short Annual Meeting, and keynote will take place 

under a tent. Also featured is the premier showing of 

the NRLT video by Kyle Gray.  

 

 
Steve Young at Wolcott Pond 

Loon family at Wolcott Pond, 2016 (photo: Orah Moore) 
 

 
Commissioned Sunny Sweatt Carving for Raffle 

 
$15 per person or $25 for two  

 Send your check to NRLT, PO Box 112, Hardwick, 

VT 05843 

Please RSVP by June 1 

 
Come help us celebrate our first 10 years! 

 

Find us on Facebook: @Northern Rivers Land Trust 

 



IF YOU PROTECT IT,  

THEY WILL RETURN! 
By Steve Young 

      The first camp was built on Wolcott Pond in 1911, 

but the pond and its shores was the scene of intense 

human activities for a century or so before then. The 

forests were cut over, and some areas may have been 

burned. Pasture for sheep and, later, cattle extended to 

the shoreline in several places. In winter, ice was 

harvested and carted away. From all I can gather, it was 

not until the third generation of ownership of the camp 

that loons were observed on the pond, in 1989. It seems 

certain that no loon chick was hatched on Wolcott pond 

for at least 80 years, probably a good deal longer. Since 

1990, one or more new loons have flown away to salt 

water in November almost every year.  

      This is important to us, as a Land Trust, for several 

reasons. First, we need to be aware that the problems of 

habitat destruction and alteration are not new. By the 

mid-19th Century most of the old forests were gone, 

sheep had replaced whitetail deer and moose, the rivers 

were dammed and ran with muddy, polluted water, and 

trout ponds had been taken over by warm water fish 

such as perch and catfish. The need for land, and 

habitat, protection was evident long before serious 

efforts began to be made in that direction, mostly 

starting well into the second half of the 20th Century. 

       It’s crucial to note that the return of our loons—as 

well as our ravens, peregrine falcons, and moose, and 

some other less ‘charismatic’ species—is a tribute to 

their tremendous resilience. Give many of our native 

wildlife species a decent chance and their numbers will 

likely rebound, often surprisingly rapidly. In most 

cases, there is a clear correlation between this recovery 

and the resurgence of relatively undisturbed habitat. I 

heard my first raven in Vermont in 1965. They were 

probably never entirely extirpated from the state, but 

now anyone who lives in the NRLT area can join in a 

raven conversation on almost any winter morning. 

More nesting habitat, fewer disturbances—as well as 

increased mortality of larger wildlife species, including 

road kills—has brought the ravens back. 

      In the case of the peregrine, the situation is a bit 

more complex. Here, the habitat factor that nearly 

eliminated one of our iconic species was not 

immediately obvious; the birds disappeared from their 

nesting crags, and they were nearing extinction in much 

of North America when it was finally definitively 

shown that chlorinated hydrocarbons such as DDT were 

causing weakness in the eggshells, with consequent nest 

failure. If it hadn’t been for the soul searching and 

change of heart initiated by Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent 

Spring,’ and the work of a few dedicated ornithologists, 

we would still be without peregrines, perhaps forever. 

As it is, the birds we see (from a safe distance) at 

Nichols Ledge each year are genetically mostly 

Alaskans, rather than Vermonters. But the peregrine, 

like the loon and the raven, has probably recovered to 

something like an optimum population density. 

Something similar could be said about moose, fisher, 

bobcats, and, of course, beavers, which were hardly to 

be seen before 1950, but now are the bane of each 

town’s highway department. And Canada geese may be 

true colonists, recently establishing the first breeding 

population ever known in Vermont. 

      Lest we be too self-congratulatory, it is worth 

keeping in mind that many of our original inhabitants 

have not returned, and some probably never will. 

Woodland caribou used to wander into northeastern 

Vermont from the east, but the Maine herds are gone, 

and all efforts to reestablish them have failed dismally. 

And the last remaining caribou south of the St. 

Lawrence River, in the Gaspé  Peninsula are critically 

endangered. The nearest wolverine population is 

probably to the west of Hudson Bay, and the Vermont 

catamount refuses to emerge as a permanent resident.  

Should we ever see a passenger pigeon again, it will 

probably actually be a re-engineered rock dove, with a 

genetic makeup rich in recovered passenger pigeon 

DNA. We will never turn the environmental clock back 

to pre-colonial days.  

      We also need to be aware that some species are 

endangered by Vermont’s return to forest. Native 

grasslands hardly existed in pre-colonial times, but, as 

pastures and hayfields proliferated, prairie birds such as 

bobolinks and meadowlarks moved in. With the return 

of the forests, and the intensification of farm 

technology, their Vermont populations are fading away. 

      Where do Land Trusts fit into this picture? From the 

perspective of wildlife, this is simple: habitat 

protection. Over the last 50 years there has been an 

enormous amount of research into how best to achieve 

this. We recognize that concerns such as the size of 

protected areas and nature of their connections to 

adjacent protected areas are critical. Land trusts can 

both protect large tracts and create smaller ‘bridges’ 

between otherwise isolated preserves. We also need to 

be aware that protection doesn’t necessarily mean 

return to a pristine equivalent of an ancient, untouched 

environment. Such situations are rare or absent in 

Vermont anyway, and many activities—such as well-

managed logging—are actually supportive of wildlife. 

We will once again be without bobolinks if the pastures 

all grow up to brush and forests. 

      We also need to be aware that protected areas serve 

human needs for aesthetics and recreation, and it’s hard 

to predict what these will be over the term of centuries. 

New York’s Central Park was far uptown when it was 

laid out in the 19th Century. We can only guess what the 

year 2200 will be like here in Vermont, but it will 

probably be characterized by increased population 

pressure, especially as people are forced out of coastal 

cities by rising seas.  



2017 Land Trust Events 
 

Monthly Summer Hikes 
Three exciting possibilities to choose from— choose one 

or come to all three! Everyone is welcome, we’ll hike in 

rain or shine! Maps are available on request. For more 

info or directions contact Susan Houston at 586-2873 or 

Marie LaPré Grabon at m.lapregrabon@gmail.com or 

check our website and Facebook page for updates.  
 

Nature Ramble at Fleming Woods. 

Sunday, July 16 at 2:00 p.m. 

Bob Shay of Stannard and NRLT’s Steve Young will                                                   

lead a group on the trails in Shay’s 64-acre forest on   

Stannard Mountain Road, which abuts Orcutt Park with 

its iconic church (below). We are pleased to share that this 

property was conserved with NRLT in September 2016. 

 
Orcutt Park 

 

Summer Saunter at Lamphear Brook 

Friday, August 25 at 10:00am 

Following last year’s popular hike in the Lamphear                                                          

Brook area of Albany, this year foresters Jared  

Nunnery and David McMath, with Henry Coe and 

Allison Van Akkeren will lead a moderate hike on a new 

trail that explores areas on two parcels of Henry’s and 

Allison’s conserved properties.  Bring a bag lunch, water 

and rain gear if needed.  

 
Lamphear Brook on Henry Coe’s conserved land 

 
Fall Foliage Frolic with Nips 

Saturday, September 16, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Pat Gahagan and members of the Woodbury 

Conservation Commission will lead an easy hike around 

her pond on land in Woodbury conserved by Pat with 

NRLT in 2011. Music and refreshments included. 

 
NRLT trustees at Pat Gahagan’s pond, 2011 

 

 

Look For Us at These Events: 
Hardwick’s Memorial Day Festival 

Saturday May 27
th

 

───── 
Hardwick First Fridays 

June 2
nd

 ● July 7
th

  August 4
th

 ● September 1st 

──── 
Craftsbury’s Antique’s & Uniques 

Saturday, July 15th 

──── 
2nd Annual Hardwick Block Party 

Saturday September 16th  

 
“An Introduction to the Natural History of 

the Northern Rivers Land Trust Area” 
by Susan Sawyer 

Saturday October 28, 4-7pm 
World Premier, reception and book signing at the 

Gohl Building in Hardwick 
 

Susan Sawyer, naturalist, teacher and artist from 

Woodbury has compiled a compendium of wetlands, 

waterways, natural landscapes, flora and fauna. We are 

thrilled to present her work and top off our 10 Year 

Anniversary Celebrations. The winning raffle ticket for 

the loon and chick carving will be drawn. See you there! 



 
 

NRLT Board of Trustees 
Susan Houston, chair│Steve Young, vice-chair 

Marie LaPre’ Grabon, secretary│Diana Peduzzi, treasurer 

Paul Cillo│John Elwell│Clive Gray │Chris Jacobs 

Steve Meyer│Ralph Monticello │Jack Travelstead 

  

NRLT Advisory Committee  
Liz Chehayl │ Jad Daley │Judy Davis │ Mary Jane Dexter 

Jennifer Lucas │David McMath │Ann Ingerson │Angela Ross 

Susan Sawyer │Bill Wereley 

 

Jack Travelstead 
holds an M.S. in 

Marine Science from 

the College of 

William and Mary, 

and served as Chair of 

the Virginia Marine 

Resources 

Commission, an 

agency responsible for 

managing the state’s 

fisheries and tidal 

habitats. Having 

vacationed in        

Vermont for more than 40 years, Jack and his wife Ellen 

moved here on retirement in 2014. They reside in West 

Woodbury on the slopes of Buffalo Mountain. Jack is 

an avid birder and sportsman.  

 

Ralph Monticello 

served in Vermont 

State government as an 

economist for over a 

decade. Later he 

directed the Trustees of 

Reservations 

conservation easement 

program in 

Massachusetts. More 

recently he directed 

public acquisition of 

conservation lands at 

Florida’s Indian River 

Land Trust. Ralph and   his wife Virginia Best returned 

to their Eden farm in 2015. He teaches economics at 

Johnson State College and is the land steward for the 

College’s Babcock Nature Preserve.  

Did you notice our updated 

logo? 

 

 

About the NRLT 
   The NRLT is a partnership of people working together 

to ensure that, as Vermont changes, rural land in our 

region is not lost to development. Using legal tools called 

“conservation easements” or “grants of development 

rights,” the NRLT helps landowners to voluntarily limit 

development while keeping the land open for forestry, 

farming, and recreation. The landowner decides whether 

to allow public access. 

   Although not ordinarily reducing property taxes, 

easement donations qualify as charitable contributions for 

federal and state income and estate taxes. They can be 

deducted from adjusted gross income (AGI) at up to 50% 

of AGI per annum, and spread over 15 years. 
   We work with landowners who love their land and want 

to see it conserved. Conservation projects incur expenses 

for things such as appraisals, surveys, and stewardship. 

NRLT has been able to obtain grants to help fund several 

projects. Mainly we rely on funds raised from friends and 

residents of the area we serve. In 2016, ninety three 

households donated a total of $9,710. You can help by 

sending a check to: NRLT, Box 112, Hardwick, VT 05843 

 
Don’t forget to get your 

tickets today! 
“Loons, Luncheon and Pond Side Poetry” 

Saturday June 10th at 12 noon 

NRLT Conservation Easements 
( Listed by date of closing) 

      Landowner                        Date        Town            Acres  
                                                                                    conserved                 

    Andrew Meyer                 1997*     Hardwick                   21 

    Paul Cillo                            Dec. 2007  Hardwick              18 

    M.J. Dexter                       Feb. 2010  Wolcott                  94 

    Heartbeet Lifesharing     Dec. 2011 Hardwick                75 

    Pat Gahagan                      Dec. 2011   Woodbury           93 

    David Ely                            Aug. 2012   Wolcott                22 

    Lisa Lammi                         Oct. 2012   Hardwick/ 

                                                                      Woodbury          33 
    Chris & Louisa Martin       Dec. 2014   Glover                 35 
    Allison Van Akkeren         Dec. 2015    Lowell                 87 

    Henry Coe                          Dec.  2015   Albany              136 

    Bob Shay                            Sept. 2016   Stannard            64 

    TOTAL                                                                                 680 

     *First conserved with Greensboro Land Trust; NRLT 2008 


